i7o          EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
consideration this proposal has been unanimously rejected,
on the ground that without achieving the results it might
seem to promise, it would rather destroy what is in reality
the most important factor of our mode of education. I
speak of the unbroken influence of a mistressof-class, a true
religious who with zeal and enthusiasm makes full use,
under the direction of the Superior and of the mistress*
general, of the various branches of the curriculum, in
order to secure the chief aim of our education, the moulding
of the minds and hearts of our children." x
It was about the middle of the century that Mothei
Barat established the office of " mistress-general-of-
studies," entrusting it to Mother d'Avenas, one of the most
learned women the Society possessed. Under her guidance
was published a series of Manuals or headers., two or three
for each class, wherein were collected literary extracts,
stories, and miscellaneous information, chosen to form a
background to the studies. These books compare favour-
ably with the textbooks of the time, and some were used
to the end of the century.2
So the last years of Mother Barat's life saw some quiet
development. When she died in 1865 she left eighty-four
houses scattered throughout France, Belgium, Italy, Ger-
many, Austria, Spain, Poland, England, Ireland, the States,
Canada, and South America. It may perhaps be a matter
of surprise, in view of this wide expansion, to see how the
cutriculum had developed in early years upon French Ikes.
If, however, the list of houses be carefully considered, it
will be seen how, for many, French was the normal language,
1 December i3th, 1851.
* The manuals tan through several editions and have been re-edited in the last
tea years by Mame at Tours. The present edition forms a complete eours & ttyk,
covering the whole period of school life. It is used in the French-speaking houses
of tiae^ Society, and also by some girls learning French in other countries.